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		Abstract

		The summer of 2020 marked significant changes in society, as seen through worldwide protests and an accompanying movement to address social injustice and systemic racism in America.  That movement was amplified by and within professional sports as players, teams, and leagues sought to contribute to the goals of anti-racism by working to build a more equitable and just society.  With so many other aspects of society shuttered by the COVID-19 pandemicâ€”particularly in the entertainment sphereâ€”the restarting of professional sports provided an even greater platform for athletes and others within sports to participate in this movement to effect change.  In particular, professional sports leagues and teams sought to support players in their protest of societal racism and their efforts to seek structural reform in policing and the criminal justice system, among other entities.  This type of support stood in stark contrast to how professional sports leagues previously treated athlete expressions of racial protest and their free speech rights more generally.  In fact, leagues had implemented a variety of policies and rules which dramatically restricted player expression and speech.  This article seeks to contextualize this dramatic shift within the context of sports law and the complicated history of racial protests and racial progress in professional sportsâ€”and looks to how the summer of 2020 may change sports going forward on these important fronts. 
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