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		Abstract

		Abstract: This paper seeks to understand how civil war develops and spreads, focusing on Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH). To do this, we explore the variation in nature, severity, and incidence of 
conflict during the 1992-1995 war.  The conflict narrative is coded by type and date of an 
incident; these data are  then  related  to  indicators  of  pre- and post-conflict population  
composition, and presence of industrial, transportation, or military infrastructure. We then use 
OLS and IV regressions to attempt to identify the community determinants of where and when fighting occurred. We find that ethnic composition  is the primary initial  determinant of conflict  
type  and  intensity, with  more  diverse communities suffering more conflict and greater intensity of fighting. We conclude that analysis of post-conflict economic development needs to control for the variation in pre-war ethnic diversity and differences in pre- and post-conflict ethnic composition.
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