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		Abstract

		This Article marks the first-ever study of the VA’s adjudication of racial discrimination claims.  Because the military practiced mandatory segregation of the Armed Forces through the 1950s, studies of the military justice system have consistently revealed major racial disparities in the punishment of Black and other racial minority servicemembers, and race riots occurred throughout the military  following the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,  I predicted that a portion of the one million appellate decisions of the Board of Veterans Appeals would relate to traumatic discrimination claims.  The goal was to identify the population of cases and evaluate the characteristics most associated with successful outcomes.  The challenge was to develop a research methodology that would permit  computerized machine-learning techniques to identify and classify the discrimination cases.  I used the leading approach from the field of supervised machine learning with accident narratives to identify discrimination-related cases.  I then empirically analyzed the factors related to decisional outcomes for the appeals.  This study presents findings for the 535 cases involving race discrimination, to include mental health disorders claimed, nature of alleged discriminatory trauma, medical assessments, and the court’s rationale for granting or denying VA benefits.  This Article provides important findings and recommendations to ensure that practitioners are appropriately equipped to address these rare and challenging claims. Given the comprehensive manner in which the VA courts have addressed these issues, these decisions offer the most comprehensive framework of any adjudicatory forum in which discrimination is litigated. 
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