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		Abstract

		This Article examines Asian Americans’ perspectives and positioning in debates over standardized entrance exams.  It situates these debates in context of historical animus and alleged discrimination against Asian Americans in elite educational realms.  The Article discusses the “model minority” stereotype, not only as a relative valorization of Asian Americans  but also as a threat to White dominance—a peril of the mind.  It notes how conservative activists have capitalized upon Asian Americans’ concerns about discrimination to attack race-conscious admissions policies. The Article then frames controversies over New York City’s Specialized High School Admissions Test (SHSAT) and Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology (Fairfax, Virginia)’s admissions policies in light of this broader social, political, and historical context. The Article concludes by arguing that advocates should assure that they understand this broader context and ensure that Asian American communities are properly involved in the conversation about replacing entrance exams. It is important to remove barriers to racial equity, including entrance exams if they form such a roadblock.  Nevertheless, when approaching divisive issues such as admissions reform, racial equity advocates must endeavor to include Asian Americans and consider the long-term implications for solidarity among people of color. 
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