

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Do Political Hawks Prioritize Different Policies Than Technocrats? Politicization and Governors’ Spending Priorities

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			38 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 27 Jul 2022
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Julio Alberto Ramos PastranaJulio Alberto Ramos Pastrana
Pennsylvania State University
Johabed G. Olvera
Pennsylvania State University
Claudia N. Avellaneda
Indiana University - School of Public and Environmental Affairs


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: July 21, 2022

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		Do political hawks prioritize different policies than technocrats? We address this question by building on the task-specific human capital framework, implementation literature, and politicization theory. We argue that skills accumulated in politicized posts differ from those accrued in technocratic posts. Once in office, leaders align their differentiated set of skills with certain spending priorities and with implementing specific policies. Chief executives who pursue mainly technocratic career paths will prioritize policies requiring an administrative implementation process. In contrast, those with predominant political career paths will prioritize policies requiring a political implementation process. The causal effect of career paths on spending priorities is estimated using an instrumental variable approach, using a panel data set of Mexican governors during the 1995-2014 period. Our findings suggest governors with greater political career paths spend more on labor policies characterized by a political implementation process, and less on health policies requiring an administrative implementation process. 
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