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		Abstract

		The paper claims that legal systems qua (sequences of) sets of legal norms fit neither of the two traditional ontological categories of entities. Although in an important sense related to contingent concrete entities such as legal officials, citizens, legal practice and normative documents, legal systems themselves are not concrete physical particulars. Further, while abstractions and as such intangible, immaterial and lacking a spatial location in the strict sense, they cannot be categorized as Platonistic ideal abstracta. By applying Thomassonâ€™s artifactual theory, the paper argues that legal systems are best conceived as abstract artifacts, i.e., created immaterial objects existentially dependent on a variety of other entities. Legal systems are immaterial, with no spatial location in the strict sense, and are thus in this sense abstract entities. However, they are located in time and treated by us as created entities (and thus artifacts) that depend on a number of concrete entities for both their coming into existence and remaining in existence. Finally, the paper explains the ways in which legal systems existentially depend on legal officials, citizens, legal practice and normative documents. 
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