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		Abstract

		This contribution covers the law of the internal market in relation to third country goods. It argues that even though there was no legal necessity on the basis of the GATT or the OEECâ€™s Code of Liberalisation for EU Member States to liberalise intra-EU trade in such goods, third country goods in free circulation benefit from a number of free movement provisions under the TFEU for practical purposes. It argues further that the Court has been generous in extending the application of the free movement of goods provisions in equal measure to third country goods in free circulation. Already early on in its case law it made clear that Article 34 TFEU has â€˜the same scopeâ€™ and â€˜applies without distinctionâ€™ to goods of third country origin in free circulation. What is more, it has even found Article 110 TFEU to apply to such goods, despite clear textual limitations in the Treaty. It has, nonetheless, also ensured that the principle of mutual recognition â€“ the hallmark of free movement law â€“ does not apply unreservedly to such goods. While traders in third country goods may challenge indistinctly applicable product requirements of Member States when importing those goods from another Member State under Article 34 TFEU, Member State authorities are still entitled to apply their own technical rules to such goods if these goods do not meet functionally equivalent product requirements of the Member State of export. This means that Member State authorities do not have to take into account technical rules met by such goods in third states, nor do they have to accept rules that are not functionally equivalent to their own. 
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