

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Housing Affordability and School Quality in the United States

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			69 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 22 Mar 2021
		
			Last revised: 18 Oct 2022
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Richard DiSalvoRichard DiSalvo
Princeton University - School of Public and International Affairs
Jia Yu
Princeton University


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: May 11, 2021

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		In discussions of the barriers faced by the poor to accessing high-quality K-12 education, housing costs figure prominently. A common view is that housing costs more in school zones with higher quality schools. But is this view accurate? We investigate this question by relating housing affordability with two test-based school-level measures of educational quality, standardized test score levels and rates of student learning. Our work contributes the first nationwide estimates of this relationship for rates of student learning, and to date the most comprehensive nationwide examination for test score levels. We find that there are relatively few affordable housing options near high test score levels schools, but for a substantial range this is driven by the phasing from renter into owner-occupied housing, and the associated rise in down payments. By contrast, the association of housing affordability with growth rates is much weaker. We examine heterogeneity in these relationship, and discuss policy implications. 
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