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		Abstract

		Sensitivity analyses characterizing the hypothetical unobserved conditions that can alter estimates and statistical inferences are increasingly being applied in the social and health sciences. One of the most ascendant techniques is Oster’s (2019) coefficient of proportionality, which builds on Altonji, Elder and Tabor (2005) to frame sensitivity in terms of how strong selection on unobservables must be compared to selection on observables to change an inference. In this paper, we derive an alternative expression for the coefficient of proportionality that satisfies Oster’s constraints of reducing the estimated effect to a specified threshold with a corresponding coefficient of determination (R2). The derivation is exact instead of Oster’s approximation and does not depend on the subjective choice of baseline model.  The derivation suggests an intuition of observed covariates potentially pre-empting, rather than representing, selection on unobserved covariates. Simulations demonstrate the improved performance of the exact expression relative to Oster’s approximation. Specifically, while Oster’s coefficient can overstate or understate the robustness of an inference, it is especially likely to overstate for strong designs in which observed covariates account for a large portion of an effect estimated in a baseline model. An application shows Oster’s approximation overstates the robustness of the estimated effect of low birth weight and preterm birth on IQ by more than 50%. From a practical standpoint, the quantities required for the exact expression are conventionally reported in published studies. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: omitted variable bias, coefficient of proportionality, exact

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: C01,C18

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Frank,  Ken and Lin,  Qinyun and Maroulis,  Spiro and Dai,  Shimeng and Jess,  Nicole and Lin,  Hung-Chang and Liu,  Yuqing and Maestrales,  sarah and Searle,  Ellen and Tait,  Jordan, Improving Oster’s δ*: Exact Calculation for the Coefficient of Proportionality Without Subjective Specification of a Baseline Model (December 16, 2022).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=4305243 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4305243 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Ken Frank (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Michigan State University 

			

			
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Qinyun Lin

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Chicago 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1101 East 58th Street
Chicago, IL  60637
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Spiro Maroulis

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Arizona State University (ASU) - School of Public Affairs  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					411 N. Central Ave
Phoenix, AZ  85004
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.public.asu.edu/~smarouli/
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Shimeng Dai

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				affiliation not provided to SSRN 

			

			
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Nicole Jess

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				affiliation not provided to SSRN 

			

			
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Hung-Chang Lin

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				affiliation not provided to SSRN 

			

			
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Yuqing Liu

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				affiliation not provided to SSRN 

			

			
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Sarah Maestrales

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				affiliation not provided to SSRN 

			

			
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Ellen Searle

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				affiliation not provided to SSRN 

			

			
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Jordan Tait

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				affiliation not provided to SSRN 

			

			
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research you’d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       69

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			      311

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  601,721

		

		
	


	

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Computational & Mathematical Sociology eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Computational & Mathematical Sociology eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               43

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              681

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright © 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.176 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
