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		Abstract

		This is the written text of a public lecture for the 37th Dr. Ramanadham Memorial Meeting organized by the Peoples Union for Democratic Rights at Gandhi Peace Foundation, New Delhi on January 14, 2023. The lecture was given alongside, Jinee Lokaneeta who spoke separately on the theme of "Digitalization, Science & Criminal Investigation: Concerns for Democratic Rightsâ€�. The primary argument in this lecture is that there exists a deep institutional bias in favour of digital technologies to improve policing practices and the criminal justice system in India. This is a form of technology determinism that overstates the role of technology in providing benefits and ignores  the social harm that it causes. Here, to make these points tangible the example of the violence in Delhi between February 23-26, 2020 is used that occured in the backdrop of the CAA-NRC protests. 

The lecture first proceeds to evaluate the role of social media in a wider digital media ecology that envelops and shape reality for the residents of Delhi. This permits and even prompts violence. It then evaluates several developing technologies such as databasing and facial recognition systems to show how there exists a heavy policing bias towards them. Many of them exist without any legal backing and are transforming India into a surveillance state. However their benefits often do not stand evidentiary scrutiny or leading to a certainty of justice. I conclude by stating that Delhi is not alone and this is a larger trend of digital policing that permeates across the political and federal spectrum. 
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