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		Abstract

		Against the status-based definition of migrants, this paper argues for an agency-based definition that expands the conventional “space of possibles,” within which migration regulation is perceived.

Analogous to thick conceptions of citizenship, the paper advances a thicker conception of migrants identifies basic common characteristics of migrants and migration without reducing them to the simple image generated and represented by formal legal status. Such a conception is founded on agency rather than status, linking attributes found along three main dimensions of migrants’ agency: vulnerability/resourcefulness; temporality/permanence of stay; and political (in)capacity. These dimensions represent an understanding of migration as a dynamic process that involves crossing of legal and societal boundaries and bears effect on the rights and political standing of migrants. 
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