

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
				
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Gains from Variety: Refugee-Host Interactions in Uganda

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    CEIS Working Paper No. 553
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			35 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 24 Feb 2023
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Rama Dasi MarianiRama Dasi Mariani
University of Rome Tor Vergata
Furio C. Rosati
University of Rome Tor Vergata - Faculty of Economics
Pasquale Scaramozzino
University of Rome II - Faculty of Economics; University of London - School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS); University of London - Centre for Financial and Management Studies (CeFIMS)
Marco d’Errico
United Nations - Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)


		

	
	
	
	
	


	
	
		
			[image: Multiple version icon]There are 3 versions of this paper
		
	


	
		
		

		
			
				

				
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									Gains from Variety: Refugee-Host Interactions in Uganda

								
							
							
							
								CEIS Working Paper No. 553
							

							
							
								
									Number of pages: 35
								
								
									Posted: 24 Feb 2023
								
								
							

							
							
								
								You are currently viewing this paper
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							   53
							
						

					

					
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									Gains from Variety: Refugee-Host Interactions in Uganda
									

								
							
							
							
								IZA Discussion Paper No. 16434
							

							
							
								
									Number of pages: 39
								
								
									Posted: 13 Sep 2023
								
								
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							   30
							
						

					

					
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									Gains from Variety: Refugee-Host Interactions in Uganda
									

								
							
							
							
								
									Number of pages: 32
								
								
									Posted: 22 Feb 2023
								
								
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							   16
							
						

					

					
				

			

		

	

	


	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: February 23, 2023

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		Refugees are mainly hosted in low-income countries, where they often remain for a long time. Therefore, it is important to assess how they integrate with the local economy and to what extent their presence can contribute to the transition to a more dynamic economic environment. Proximity between refugees and hosts might improve the welfare of both groups by increasing opportunities for mutually beneficial economic exchanges. In particular, welfare gains might be generated through the availability of a greater variety of commodities.
In this paper we propose a theoretical model that uses the love for variety to frame the possible benefits arising from the interaction between hosts and refugees facilitated by geographical proximity. We complement the conceptual framework with an empirical analysis that makes use of a unique dataset covering around 80% of the refugee population living in Ugandan settlements and the adjoining host households.
The empirical results show that proximity between groups increases the food expenditure and the variety of food consumption of both groups. We also found that exposition to inter-group interactions rises the non-food expenditure, and the probability to run a farm and a non-farm enterprise by refugee households, while hosts are not crowding out from production. 
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