

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	When Happy People Make Society Unhappy: Emotions Affect Compliance Behavior

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			60 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 3 Nov 2018
		
			Last revised: 7 Mar 2023
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Martin FochmannMartin Fochmann
Free University of Berlin
Frank Hechtner
Friedrich-Alexander-UniversitÃ¤t Erlangen-NÃ¼rnberg 
Erich Kirchler
University of Vienna - Faculty of Psychology; Institute for Advanced Studies, Vienna
Peter Mohr
Free University of Berlin (FUB)


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: March 7, 2023

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		Emotions affect judgments and decision making. Our paper presents the first study to show that incidental background emotions (i.e., emotions not related to the actual decision) influence individualsâ€™ tax compliance attitudes and behavior. A large-scale survey of 22,220 German taxpayers and a controlled laboratory experiment provide evidence that positive background emotions reduce willingness to comply compared to aversive (negative) background emotions. The participants in our survey show less favorable tax compliance attitudes on weekends, which are usually associated with more positive background emotions. These findings are supported by the results of a controlled laboratory experiment in which background emotions were induced by standardized pictures. Individuals chose more often to evade taxes after being exposed to positive emotions compared to aversive emotions. 
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