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		Abstract

		Accession of the EU to the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (ECHR) is again a realistic prospect after the 46 + 1 Group reached a deal on 17 March 2023. Eventual accession will close more than forty years of discussion. This paper answers the question as to what the potential impact of EU accession to the ECHR is from the perspective of fundamental rights accountability and effective judicial protection vis-Ã -vis the EU. In order to answer this question, this chapter examines the most recent version of the negotiated accession agreement. It discusses the added value of accession showing how accession fills two protection gaps while also contributing to coherence and legal certainty. It argues that actual substantive effects depends on the way in which the ECtHR will apply its case law vis-Ã -vis the EU, such as the margin of appreciation, positive obligations or locus standi and access  to justice. The second part of the paper discusses the procedural practicalities, including admissibility, the co-respondent mechanism in relation to shared responsibility of the EU and EU Member States, and the prior involvement procedure. The third part analyses the particular context of the CFSP, also because most gains in terms of remedying existing gaps in judicial protection could surface in the context of the CFSP. 
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