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		Abstract

		The Race and National Security volume interrogates what it would mean for the field and concept of national security to take issues of race and racial justice seriously. This book seeks to fundamentally shift how national security is conceptualized by helping to redefine the field and practice. This volume clarifies how White supremacy informs and shapes the parameters of what â€œcountsâ€� as national security. The sheer breadth and depth of the topics and vantage points covered challenge conventional knowledge about national security. Contributions in this volume refocus the frame of reference to center race and historically subordinated groups. Through this reframing and focusing on the faces at the bottom of the well, the contributions in this volume create a far more accurate understanding of how race manifests in national security domestically, transnationally, and globally. This volume is ground-breaking as numerous interventions in this book explicitly engage with the period of national and global reckoning on race and transformation, and the ongoing backlash in ways that other projects have not. This book explicitly considers what it would mean to subvert White hegemonic power and dominance in national security. It recognizes not only the gravity of the historical moment that continues to unfold in the United States and elsewhere, but also the opening and potential that it presents to spark and revitalize debate and policy changes on these crucial issues globally. This volume serves as a catalyst for remembering, exposing, and reimagining the role of race in national security.

By unearthing what is otherwise hidden in plain sight, this chapter demonstrates that foregrounding race as Du Bois proposed in the 1900s, is a task that is necessary not only for the field and practice of national security, but the discipline of domestic and international law more generally. It argues that failing to see and engage with race obscures the role of racism and White supremacy in national security. It contends that the reconceptualization of national security is required and demonstrates how race structures national security. This chapter also clarifies why centering subordinated groups is necessary. It maintains that a racial justice approach requires consideration of macro-structural processes that facilitate racial subordination and stratification in national security as opposed to focusing on discrete episodes of individual discrimination. This chapter outlines the main lines of inquiry in this book. First, why race national security at all. The second consideration excavates the limits of national security â€“ by inquiring what the scope of national security is and as a corollary whose national security. The third contemplates how national security methods of repression developed for â€œover thereâ€� migrate back to the metropolis to be deployed on those that are othered internally. The fourth investigates what remedy and redress might entail when race and racial justice is centered in national security by turning to comparative and international perspectives. The final reflection considers what it would mean to reimagine national security and the reach of the security state. 
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