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		Abstract

		Just like multiple other sectors, AI technologies are permeating the media sector. The media landscape has considerably evolved with and since the invention of the internet. The impact of digital technologies and social media on communications has been compared to the impact of the printing press invention. Nowadays, AI systems are gradually being implemented at every stage of the media production, aggregation and distribution process. AI systems are used for content creation, dissemination, moderation but also for content storage and for analytical purposes. But these systems are also present in less visible ways such as in, commercial or political, advertising. Indeed, advertisers, through real time bidding processes, buy the online spots to place advertisements for the best suited audience. This contributes to the remuneration of content producers, uploaders and broadcasters and leads to pop ups, targeted advertisements, like-minded content loops, personalised online experiences and recommendations. In this way, the internet and AI systems have contributed to the realisation of the so-called “attention economy theory”, firstly expressed in 1971. Media are playing a key role in democratic societies. They enable and support the exercise of the right to freedom of expression and to information. They act as purveyors of information, creators of forums for public debate, producers of cultural expressions, and public watchdogs. Technological developments have shaped, and continue to shape, the democratic role of media. Given the major impact of AI technologies on the way media content is produced and disseminated, the question arises to what extent existing media laws can, and should, tackle the resulting societal challenges. 
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