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		Abstract

		This study investigates the effects of most of the major firearm and crime control policies on murder. We use two-way fixed-effects models based on state-level panel data from 1970-2018. We include a comprehensive list of relevant policy variables to control for their influence in determining the effect of each. We do a specification search using four commonly used econometric methods to estimate three models of the crime equation. A Bonferroni correction is used to control for false rejections. A robustness check using new difference-in-differences estimators confirms the results. We find that, with the possible exception of constitutional carry laws, no firearm policy can be shown to have a significant long-run effect on murder. However, we find that the traditional policies of prison incarceration and police presence significantly reduce murder in the long run. We also find that executions have no significant long-run effect on murder. Finally, there is considerable evidence that three-strikes laws increase murder in the long run. 
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