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		Abstract

		Privacy rights are fundamental rights to protect individuals against harmful surveillance and public disclosure of personal information. We rightfully fear surveillance when it is designed to use our personal information in harmful ways. Yet a default assumption that data collection is harmful is simply misguided. Moreover, privacyâ€”and its pervasive offshoot, the NDAâ€”has also at times evolved to shield the powerful and rich against the publicâ€™s right to know. Law and policy should focus on regulating misuse and uneven collection and data sharing rather than wholesale bans on collection. Privacy is just one of our democratic societyâ€™s many values, and prohibiting safe and equitable data collection can conflict with other equally valuable social goals. While we have always faced difficult choices between competing valuesâ€”safety, health, access, freedom of expression and equalityâ€”advances in technology may also include pathways to better balance individual interests with the public good. Privileging privacy, instead of openly acknowledging the need to balance privacy with fuller and representative data collection, obscures the many ways in which data is a public good. Too much privacyâ€”just like too little privacyâ€”can undermine the ways we can use information for progressive change. Even now, with regard to the right to abortion, the legal debates around reproductive justice reveal privacyâ€™s weakness. A more positive discourse about equality, health, bodily integrity, economic rights, and self-determination would move us beyond the limited and sometimes distorted debates about how technological advances threaten individual privacy rights. 
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