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		Abstract

		There is no question that aggressive war is illegal under international law. But conscripting individuals to fight a war of aggression remains in a legal fog. Courts at the end of World War II held that military conscription was evidence of the crime of aggression, but they did not see the conscription as a wrong in itself. Indeed, international law treats conscription of adult citizens as a right of sovereign states, seeing it as indispensable to the preservation of the state itself.

This comment argues that not only should individuals have no obligation to fight an aggressive war for their state; they also ought to have an affirmative protection against fighting for the state. When a state forces individuals to take up arms in a war of aggression, it is forcing them into the position of leaving their families, sustaining mental and physical injuries, suffering death, or committing acts that inflict physical or mental injuries and death upon others—all in the name of an act the entire world order has declared atrocious. This is an abuse in itself. 
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