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		Abstract

		Section 922(g)(8) of the U.S. Criminal Code annihilates the right of people to possess firearms if they are subject to domestic violence restraining orders. For this law to pass constitutional muster, the government must demonstrate it is in accordance with the text, history, and tradition of firearms regulations, as described in NYSRPA v. Bruen (2022). Contrary to the government's claims, however, Founding-era peace and good-behavior securities cannot serve as analogs to support the constitutionality of Section 922(g)(8). These securities imposed only moderate conditions and only economic consequencesâ€”never did they affect the right to keep and bear firearms. Legal treatises, quarter sessions records, and statutes and cases demonstrate this conclusively. Further, domestic gun violence is not a new social phenomenon, nor is the legal and social condemnation of domestic violence generally a new development that would justify 922(g)(8). Laws, religion, and custom condemned it during the Founding just like today. Claims of â€œmore gunsâ€� and advancements in firearm technology similarly cannot explain any rise in domestic gun violence given that rates of firearm ownership have remained consistent and technological improvements did not materialize until the mid-19th century. It very well could have been the decline in the use of peace securities that led to any supposed rise in domestic gun violence, all of which demonstrate that the Founding generation addressed the same social problem but with different tools. This weighs heavily against the constitutionality of 922(g)(8) according to the test in Bruen. Finally, Founding-era laws regarding the mentally ill do not support 922(g)(8). The procedural rights afforded to lunatics before having their rights annihilated eclipse the virtually non-existent procedural rights afforded to ordinary citizens under 922(g)(8). 
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