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		Abstract

		A society divides into a majority and a minority; each group may erroneously believe the other to be more crime prone. An investigating authority that is proportionately composed, will tend to investigate the minority disproportionately. Despite unbiased courts, the minority will be overrepresented in the group of the convicted, fostering the false perception. Moreover, the minority, in order to avoid the burden of investigations, may be led to prefer to decriminalize conducts which the majority would punish. Finally, the biased impression of criminality also polarizes the allocation of enforcement or the intensity of minority policing. Normative implications include a discussion of injunctive relief, police hiring, the funding of public defenders, and federal highway policing on the basis of the commerce clause. 
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