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		Existing forecasts of earnings are typically expressed as point estimates. The future earnings number is ex-ante uncertain, however, and is statistically represented by a probability distribution over all possible earnings outcomes. We use recent advances in statistical machine learning to estimate the distributions of future earnings right before earnings announcements, and investigate how these distributions can help managers, analysts, and investors make better decisions along three directions. First, we show that our distributional forecasts are well-calibrated to actual earnings realizations. Second, we document that management and financial analyst forecasts are way too narrow, severely underestimating the variability of future earnings. Critically, since our distributional estimates are available ex-ante at the firm-quarter level, they can be proactively used to identify and correct such miscalibration. Third, we use our distributional estimates to model the probability of beating or missing the consensus analyst forecasts. Going long (short) on stocks in the extreme decile probabilities of beating (missing) the consensus produces hedge returns of about 60 basis points over the three-day earnings announcement window. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Earnings distribution, Statistical machine learning, Analyst forecasts, Stock returns

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: G14, G15, M41

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Dichev,  Ilia D. and Huang,  Xinyi and Lee,  Donald and Lee,  Donald and Zhao,  Jianxin (Donny), You Have a Point – But a Point Is Not Enough: The Case for Distributional Forecasts of Earnings (August 21, 2023).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=4547337 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4547337 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Ilia D. Dichev (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Emory University - Department of Accounting  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1300 Clifton Road
Atlanta, GA  30322-2722
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Xinyi Huang

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Emory University - Goizueta Business School  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1300 Clifton Road
Atlanta, GA  30322-2722
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Donald Lee

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Emory University - Goizueta Business School  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1300 Clifton Road
Atlanta, GA  30322-2722
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Emory University - Dept of Biostatistics & Bioinformatics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Atlanta, GA  30322
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Jianxin (Donny) Zhao

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: Emory University]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Emory University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					464 Goizueta Business School
Atlanta, GA  30322
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research you’d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      374

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,222

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  146,259

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				       35 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Financial Accounting eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Financial Accounting eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            3,563

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           18,564

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Ross L. Watts at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) - Sloan School of Management

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Mutual Funds, Hedge Funds & Investment Industry eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Mutual Funds, Hedge Funds & Investment Industry eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,979

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           17,653

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        René M. Stulz at Ohio State University (OSU) - Department of Finance

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Capital Markets: Market Efficiency eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Capital Markets: Market Efficiency eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,914

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           23,356

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    S&P Global Market Intelligence Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                S&P Global Market Intelligence Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,565

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           40,908

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright © 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.119 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
