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		Abstract

		The formal sector produces a majority of output in many developing countries despite having a much smaller share of the labor force. Does heat increase the probability of missing work for such formal-sector workers?  We address this question by analysing three years of daily data on 274 employees across 86 locations of a large welding firm in India. A 1 degree celsius rise in daily mean temperature increases the probability of missing work for workers without workplace climate control  by 3.4% of the mean rate of absence. The same temperature increase decreases the probability of missing work by 2.5% relative to mean absenteeism for workers with climate control. Temperature effects for workers without climate control are seen above a threshold of 22 degree celsius and above 28 degree celsius in the case of workers with climate control. 
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