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		Abstract

		This article serves as the Introduction to the collection of essays, "Rights, Freedoms, and their Limits: Reimagining Section 1 of the Charter". In Canada, the standard that governments must meet before they can limit rights and freedoms guaranteed by the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms is articulated in the first provision of that document, which reads as follows: "The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms guarantees the rights and freedoms set out in it subject only to such reasonable limits prescribed by law as can be demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society." Section 1, therefore, is arguably the most consequential part of the Charter. It anchors the delicate task of determining when fundamental rights and freedoms can be limited by government. Given the importance of section 1 to the operation and nature of the Charter, this collection seeks to examine, at the juncture of the Charterâ€™s 40th anniversary, some of its features that have been overlooked to date. At first blush, the suggestion that section 1 has been under-developed may come as a surprise, if for no other reason that it is one of the most judicially cited Charter provisions. However, while aspects of the text of section 1 have generated extensive judicial and academic commentary, parts of the text of section 1 â€” and the relationship between section 1 and other parts of the Constitution â€” have not been fully examined in the decades that have passed since the Charter arrived. This collection of essays strives to make a meaningful contribution toward filling this gap in Canadian legal scholarship. 
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