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		Abstract

		Co-authored with Dr Yaw Agyeman Boafo, Senior Research Fellow and Coordinator, CCSD Programme, Centre for Climate Change and Sustainability Studies of the Univerity of Ghana, the article observes that Ghana, like several other African countries, was assembled from disparate ethnic groups whose primary connection was the convenience of the colonizing power. The country's political, economic, industrial, and transportation infrastructure was also constructed, or greatly influenced, by the colonizer as well. Because of the British approach to colonization, however ("indirect rule "), many traditional and customary approaches to problem-solving and community organization remained intact. This confluence presents both challenges and opportunities.  

For example, Ghana's largest cities were built out by colonizers to extract resources from surrounding areas rather than to operate as an economic engine in the Western industrial model, leaving behind acute and closely related problems of policy design and implementation, imbalance in urban-rural linkages, poverty and environmental degradation. Even as efforts are being made to transition towards a green and circular development pathway, these problems persist. In this article, we trace and highlight some of the core and persistent sustainable development challenges and point out some of the policy directions aimed at addressing them. The article suggests that traditional problem-solving techniques, in dialectical exchange with global values of sustainable development, can play an important role in overcoming some of the deleterious effects of the colonial legacy. (Such exchanges have been called "vernacularization" by academics and practitioners in the field of women's human rights.)  

The article ends with the story of just such a project in the New Juaben traditional area in Ghana's Eastern Region, founded and developed by the Paramount Chief of the traditional area, Daasebre Prof (Emeritus) Emmanuel Oti Boateng, a retired University of Ghana professor and former United Nations official. Termed "Root-Based Development," the project is an extraordinary exercise in grass-roots democracy that could serve as a model throughout the world. 
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