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		Abstract

		We study the effect of local exposure to populism on net population movements by citizenship status, gender, age and education level in the context of Italian municipalities.
We present two research designs to estimate the causal effect of populist attitudes and politics. Initially, we use a combination of collective memory and trigger variables as an instrument for the variation in populist vote shares across national elections. Subsequently, we apply a regression discontinuity design to estimate the effect of electing a populist mayor on population movements. We establish three converging findings. First, the exposure to both populist attitudes and policies, as manifested by the vote share of populist parties in national election or the close election of a new populist mayor, reduces the attractiveness of municipalities, leading to larger population outflows. Second, the effect is particularly pronounced among young, female, and highly educated natives, who tend to relocate across Italian municipalities rather than internationally. Third, we do not find any effect on the foreign population. Our results highlight a foot-voting mechanism that may contribute to a political polarization in Italian municipalities. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Migration, Human Capital, Populism, Italian Politics

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: D72, F22, F52, J61

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Morelli,  Massimo and Bellodi,  Luca and Docquier,  Frédéric and Docquier,  Frédéric and Iandolo,  Stefano and Turati,  Riccardo, Digging Up Trenches: Populism, Selective Mobility, and the Political Polarization of Italian Municipalities (January 18, 2024). BAFFI CAREFIN Centre Research Paper No. 216,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=4699106 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4699106 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Massimo Morelli (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Bocconi University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Via Roentgen 1
Milan, 20136
Italy

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Luca Bellodi

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Bocconi University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Via Sarfatti, 25
Milan, MI 20136
Italy

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://lucabellodi.com
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Frédéric Docquier

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Luxembourg Institute of Socio-Economic Research (LISER)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					11, Porte des Sciences
Campus Belval – Maison des Sciences Humaines
Esch-sur-Alzette, L-4366
Luxembourg

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Luxembourg Institute of Socio-Economic Research (LISER)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					11, Porte des Sciences
Campus Belval – Maison des Sciences Humaines
Esch-sur-Alzette, L-4366
Luxembourg

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Université catholique de Louvain  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					IRES
Place Montesquieu 3
Louvain-la-Neuve, 1348
Belgium

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://https://perso.uclouvain.be/frederic.docquier/
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				CREAM, Centre for Research on Environmental Appraisal & Management, UK 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					University of Newcastle
NE1 7RU Newcastle Upon Tyne
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				IZA Institute of Labor Economics 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					P.O. Box 7240
Bonn, D-53072
Germany

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Stefano Iandolo

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Salerno  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Via Giovanni Paolo II, 132
Fisciano, Salerno 84084
Italy

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Riccardo Turati

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research you’d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       19

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			      190

		

		
		
	


	

	
		
			
				       76 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    BAFFI Centre on Economics, Finance & Regulation Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                BAFFI Centre on Economics, Finance & Regulation Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            6,203

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              435

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Donato Masciandaro at Bocconi University - Department of EconomicsBocconi University - Department of Economics (ECO), Massimo Guidolin at Bocconi University, Dept. of Finance

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Public Choice: Analysis of Collective Decision-Making eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Public Choice: Analysis of Collective Decision-Making eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,176

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,543

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    European Economics: Political Economy & Public Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                European Economics: Political Economy & Public Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,118

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,408

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Marco Da Rin at Tilburg University, Department of Finance, Francesco Giavazzi at University of Bocconi - Innocenzo Gasparini Institute for Economic Research (IGIER)National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER)

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Political Institutions: Federalism & Sub-National Politics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Institutions: Federalism & Sub-National Politics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              368

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,312

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Thad Kousser at University of California, San Diego (UCSD) - Department of Political Science

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Political Economy - Development: Health eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Economy - Development: Health eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               52

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           14,871

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Agricultural, Economic, Political & Social Geography eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Agricultural, Economic, Political & Social Geography eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               44

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,916

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright © 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.125 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
