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		Abstract

		Recent events have focused greater attention on the rules governing sexual assault, both on campuses and in the criminal law. Activists have pressed for legal and social changes that broaden accountability, while critics have argued that reforms have already gone too far. In the midst of this conflict, the American Law Institute undertook a project to revise the sexual assault article of its highly influential Model Penal Code. This process provides occasion to consider the tensions that lawmakers confront when undertaking reforms in hotly contested areas. Conflict has arisen around fundamental issues, such as whether reforms should harmonize punishments relative to harsh existing law or focus on absolute notions of proportionality; to what extent existing collateral consequences should bear on reform efforts; how to balance the "readability" of a law versus technical sophistication; and more. This essay will explore some of the challenges of revising one part of a penal code within a larger framework influenced by political actors and activists, existing bodies of law, both within and outside the control of the reformers, and popular understanding. 
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