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		Abstract

		In the United Kingdom, the debate about how best to meet the shortfall of organs for transplantation has persisted on and off for many years. It is often presumed that the answer is simply to alter the law to a system of presumed consent. Acting perhaps on that presumption in his annual report launched in July, the Chief Medical Officer, Sir Liam Donaldson, advocated a system of organ donation based on presumed consent, the so-called â€œopt-outâ€� system. He is calling for a change in the law in England and Wales whereby consent to organ donation is presumed, making a personâ€™s organs automatically available for transplantation after death, unless they registered objections to this while alive. Subsequently, the British Medical Association (BMA) lent its support to the introduction of such a system. The BMA contends that â€œthe practice of presumed consent legislation has had a significant effect on the number of cadaveric donors per million population.â€� 
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