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		Abstract

		Current entrants to the accounting profession confront the increasing influences of digitalization on the profession, yet how these entrants perceive such trends are little understood. Based on 42 interviews with final-year accounting students at a North American university, this study delves into the perceptions and attitudes of future accountants toward the technological developments unfolding in the profession they aspire to join. Our findings hold significance for both accounting practitioners and professors, shedding light not only on studentsâ€™ awareness of the technological shifts in the profession but also on their enthusiasm for these changes. Despite expressing concerns about their accounting education and professional training, the future accountants in our study exhibit self-efficacy beliefs in their technological skills. They see technology playing a pivotal role in making accounting a more appealing specialization, emphasizing value-added tasks. In pinpointing the underlying beliefs of the contemporary generation of future accountants about entering the profession amidst digitalization, our study provides crucial insights that may be used to cultivate heightened interest in the accounting profession. 
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