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		Are some autocracies more likely to be pressured by the international community toward democratization than others? And are those regimes more likely to democratize as a result? This article demonstrates that “economic clout” is a crucial factor in determining whether the international community will pressure an autocracy to democratize, by applying democratic sanctions after a “trigger event”. Economic clout is defined as the extent of economic influence over the international community by an autocratic regime. High levels of economic clout (HEC) prompt international trade partners not to pressure the regime to democratize in order to maintain the favorable economic status quo that allows them to benefit from the economic gains from trade with the autocracy, thus not incurring in extra costs. By employing a staggered Difference-in-Differences design with a multi-value treatment, this article provides strong empirical evidence that this selection effect has consequences for the democratization prospects of autocracies. 
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