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		Abstract

		The recent uprising for racial justice marked a pivotal shift in national and global debates on race. One enduring legacy is that the language we use to speak, think, and label people is consequential. Most style guides that previously called for lowercasing Black altered their positions. This letter to the editors urges the American Journal of International Law (AJIL) to join those organizations that have also changed their policies to capitalize White. AJIL currently follows the Associated Press (AP) Stylebookâ€™s guidance regarding capitalization. The APâ€™s statement in July 2020, â€œWhy we will lowercase white,â€� asserts that: â€œWhite people generally do not share the same history and culture, or the experience of being discriminated against because of skin color.â€� This rationale misses the mark. In Cheryl Harrisâ€™s article â€œWhiteness as Property,â€� she demonstrates the material and other benefits conferred on those racialized as White. The process of racialization does not only manifest through discrimination. It also occurs through a shared relative position of privilege as compared to another group(s). My hope is that AJIL will join the likes of Kristen Mack and John Palfrey of the MacArthur Foundation, who in â€œCapitalizing Black and White: Grammatical Justice and Equityâ€� recognize that language â€œitself is radical. It can be used to either support or challenge the systemic racism we seek to dismantle.â€� AJIL need not wait for the AP Stylebookâ€™s guidance to evolve before reconsidering its policies. Instead, AJILâ€™s decision should be informed by the normative choice to further anti-subordination efforts and by the need to take corrective action to the Journalâ€™s historic aversion to explicitly engaging with race. AJIL must continue to reckon with its own complicity in rendering Whiteness invisible with a commitment to ensuring to do better prospectively. Capitalizing White is one of many concrete steps the Journal can take. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Race, Racial Justice, Racism, Capitalization, White, Grammar, Language, Writing, Style Guide

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Sirleaf,  Matiangai V. S., Rendering Whiteness Visible (July 27, 2023). American Journal of International Law Volume 117 Issue 3, U of Maryland Legal Studies Research Paper No. 2024-07,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=4741794
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Matiangai V. S. Sirleaf (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					500 West Baltimore Street
Baltimore, MD  21201-1786
United States
(410) 706-4097 (Phone)

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://bit.ly/3JwIQpr
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of Maryland School of Medicine  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					655 W. Baltimore Street
Baltimore, MD  21201
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				       60

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			      286

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  646,338

		

		
	


	

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law Legal Studies Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law Legal Studies Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            4,910

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              825

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Legal Writing eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Legal Writing eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,642

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,913

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Emily Zimmerman at Drexel University Thomas R. Kline School of Law, Deborah S. Gordon at Drexel University Thomas R. Kline School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Public International Law: Organizations eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Public International Law: Organizations eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,266

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,476

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Alan Sykes at Stanford University - Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Discrimination, Law & Justice eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Discrimination, Law & Justice eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,232

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           17,902

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Francisco Valdes at University of Miami - School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Rhetoric & Public Discourse eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Rhetoric & Public Discourse eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              937

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,017

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        David C. Logan at California Medical Association (CMA) WellnessUniversity of Southern California - Marshall School of Business

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law, Norms & Informal Order eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law, Norms & Informal Order eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              872

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,635

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Richard H. McAdams at University of Chicago Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law & Literature eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Literature eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              516

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            3,516

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law & Rhetoric eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Rhetoric eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              297

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            3,698

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Suzianne D. Painter-Thorne at Mercer University School of Law, Jeanne Frazier Price at University of Nevada, Las Vegas, William S. Boyd School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Legal, Medical & Applied Linguistics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Legal, Medical & Applied Linguistics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               79

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,117

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    International Institutions: Laws, Rule-Making/Interpretation, & Compliance eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                International Institutions: Laws, Rule-Making/Interpretation, & Compliance eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               66

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,062

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Social Stratification, Social Mobility & Inequality eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Social Stratification, Social Mobility & Inequality eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               59

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,771

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Historical & Comparative Linguistics & Language Change eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Historical & Comparative Linguistics & Language Change eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               42

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              382

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Other Legal Scholarship eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Other Legal Scholarship eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               30

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,163

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.098 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

