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		Abstract

		Denied the right to naturalize and excluded from many occupations, Chinese immigrants to the U.S. had limited employment opportunities. In addition to working in laundries, agriculture or as household servants, many found work as restaurant employees or owners. While this did not prevent them from being subject to discrimination, it did offer a means of earning a living and, in the face of the Chinese Exclusion Act, an opportunity to immigrate to the United States. Chinese restaurants, therefore, were and remain, an important economic, legal, and cultural institution to the Chinese American community. 

This essay explores the oldest Chinese restaurants in the United States. The Pekin Noodle Parlors of Butte, Montana is widely recognized as the oldest continuously operating Chinese restaurant, claiming to have been founded in 1911. The Chicago Cafe of Woodland, California, however, was demonstrably serving food in 1910. There is evidence that both were operating before those years. While it is not certain which in fact is the longest continuously operating Chinese restaurant in the United States, it is clear that both of these institutions should be recognized for surviving in an often hostile legal environment. 
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