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		Terrorists and organized criminal groups are increasingly working together as a source of financing, or to elicit fear within groups or areas they seek to influence or control. They also exchange knowledge and support each other operationally.  Naturally, and unfortunately, this partnership bolsters their capabilities. Terrorist and organized criminal groups also bear many similarities; for example, they operate clandestinely with similar tactics and a shared desire for intimidation through violence.

The growing nexus between the two groups challenges security and order and erodes confidence in the State.  Against this backdrop, this Article journeys into the relationship between terrorism and the world of organized criminal activity, commonly referred to as the organized crime-terror nexus. This Article investigates the conceptual premises on which both phenomena stand, and the practical relations between them, to explore whether organized criminals should be treated as terrorists.

This Article is constructed as follows. Part I frames the discussion by characterizing organized criminal groups and terrorism, as this is the underlying basis for our discussion. Part II highlights the nexus between terrorism and organized criminal groups from an international perspective. This requires explaining what leads to cooperation between terrorists and organized criminal groups and discussing the commonalities and differences between these groups. Among the common features between terrorists and organized criminal groups, this Article focuses on criminal activity as a basis for cooperation, reliance on modern technologies and networks, violence and intimidation, criminalization, and the shared hostility towards the State apparatus. Part III discusses international efforts to cope with the growing nexus between terrorism and organized criminal groups, alongside domestic legislation that was an important result of this effortâ€”out of a desire to promote harmonization in the criminalization of organized criminal groups. Finally, Part IV discusses whether there is a justification to treat terrorism and organized crime similarly by harmonizing the battle against the two phenomena. 
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