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		Abstract

		Commentators have either predicted or argued for more disciplinary referrals based upon Rule 11 proceedings.  Now, some ten years after the 1993 amendments to Rule 11, this Article considers two questions about the relationship between Rule 11 sanctions against lawyers and professional discipline against these lawyers for that same conduct.  First, is there any empirical evidence to support a relationship between Rule 11 sanctions against lawyers and professional discipline for their litigation conduct?  Second, should lawyers face professional discipline for litigation conduct giving rise to Rule 11 sanctions?  The answers to these two questions shed some light on the role Rule 11 plays and should play in the regulation of the legal profession.    

This Article explores the history and types of lawyer regulation and how Rule 11 fits into the scheme of regulating lawyers for their litigation conduct in federal courts.  It analyzes the enforcement of the 1993 version of Rule 11 by the federal courts over the last ten years and the correlation of Rule 11 sanctions and lawyer discipline for the same conduct.  The data collected demonstrate that there is little correlation between Rule 11 sanctions against lawyers and reported cases of disciplinary bodies imposing discipline on the lawyers for their litigation conduct.  Finally, the author evaluates the institutional choices implicit in the current relationship between Rule 11 and lawyer discipline and discusses whether there should be more disciplinary sanctions against lawyers for Rule 11 violations.  The author argues that the present institutional choice, which does not require lawyer discipline in every instance where a federal judge sanctions a lawyer's litigation conduct, is a wise choice. 
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