

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		

		
            

		
		
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Micro-Level Estimation of Welfare

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			57 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 20 Apr 2016
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Peter F. LanjouwPeter F. Lanjouw
World Bank - Development Research Group (DECRG)
Jean O. Lanjouw
University of California, Berkeley, College of Natural Resources, Department of Agricultural & Resource Economics (Deceased); Yale University, Faculty of Arts & Sciences, Department of Economics (Deceased); Brookings Institution (Deceased)
Chris Elbers
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, School of Business and Economics; Tinbergen Institute


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: October 2002

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		The authors construct and derive the properties of estimators of welfare that take advantage of the detailed information about living standards available in small household surveys and the comprehensive coverage of a census or large sample. By combining the strengths of each, the estimators can be used at a remarkably disaggregated level. They have a clear interpretation, are mutually comparable, and can be assessed for reliability using standard statistical theory.    

Using data from Ecuador, the authors obtain estimates of welfare measures, some of which are quite reliable for populations as small as 15,000 households - a "town." They provide simple illustrations of their use. Such estimates open up the possibility of testing, at a more convincing intra-country level, the many recent models relating welfare distributions to growth and a variety of socioeconomic and political outcomes.    

This paper - a product of the Poverty Team, Development Research Group - is part of a larger effort in the group to develop tools for the analysis of poverty and income distribution. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Lanjouw,  Peter F. and Lanjouw,  Jean Olson and Elbers,  Chris, Micro-Level Estimation of Welfare (October 2002).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=636274
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Peter F. Lanjouw (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				World Bank - Development Research Group (DECRG)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1818 H. Street, N.W.
MSN3-311
Washington, DC  20433
United States
202-473-4529 (Phone)
202-522-1153 (Fax)

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://econ.worldbank.org/staff/planjouw
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Jean Olson Lanjouw

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				University of California, Berkeley, College of Natural Resources, Department of Agricultural & Resource Economics (Deceased) 

			

			
			
				
				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Yale University, Faculty of Arts & Sciences, Department of Economics (Deceased)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					28 Hillhouse Ave
New Haven, CT  06520-8264
United States
203-432-3568 (Phone)
203-432-6323 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				Brookings Institution (Deceased) 

			

			
			
				
				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Chris Elbers

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, School of Business and Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					De Boelelaan 1105
Amsterdam, 1081HV
Netherlands

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Tinbergen Institute  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Gustav Mahlerplein 117
Amsterdam, 1082 MS
Netherlands

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      140

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    3,273

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  374,818

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				       37 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Combining Census and Survey Data to Study Spatial Dimensions of Poverty a Case Study of Ecuador

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Peter F. Lanjouw
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Jesko Hentschel
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Crime and Local Inequality in South Africa

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Gabriel Demombynes
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Berk Ozler
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Picking the Poor: Indicators for Geographic Targeting in Peru

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Norbert Schady
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Poverty Comparisons with Noncompatible Data: Theory and Illustrations

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jean O. Lanjouw
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Peter F. Lanjouw
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            On the Unequal Inequality of Poor Communities

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Chris Elbers, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Peter F. Lanjouw, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Poverty Alleviation Through Geographic Targeting: How Much Does Disaggregation Help?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Chris Elbers, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Tomoki Fujii, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Do School Facilities Matter? The Case of the Peruvian Social Fund (Foncodes)

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Norbert Schady
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Christina H. Paxson
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Poverty in India During the 1990s: A Regional Perspective

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Yoko Kijima
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Peter F. Lanjouw
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.125 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

