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		Equal protection cases routinely distinguish between suspect and nonsuspect classifications.  Because nonsuspect classifications are scrutinized under the forgiving rational basis test, government regulations of economic activity are usually upheld even in highly questionable circumstances.  But several recent decisions in federal courts - involving enterprises as diverse as barber shops and shoe shining - suggest a need to reexamine twentieth century assumptions about equal rights.      

This article argues that the values protected by the Equal Protection Clause require a more meaningful judicial review of economic regulations and addresses the shortcomings of recent criticisms of applying this meaningful scrutiny. 
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