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		Abstract

		This Article explores the ongoing evolution of central features of the regulatory state in the field of environmental regulation. Its thesis is that while there are numerous signals that our system of governance is becoming increasingly open and transparent, important features of the administrative state have the potential to slow such trends, and even to shift our regulatory apparatus in the opposite direction, toward reduced openness and accountability and diminished leverage or influence for interested citizens.       

The Article first describes what many believe to be a trend in our administrative state in the direction of greater openness and accountability. It then digs deeper into critical aspects of the actual operation of the administrative state, and suggests that the picture this more in-depth perspective provides is one of a state that may be moving in the direction of less openness, transparency, and accountability, rather than more, or at least a state in which accountability and transparency may potentially be reduced because of two seemingly fundamental features of the regulatory state, notably devolution and the expanding size of the government's tool box for promoting compliance with the environmental laws.    

The Article concludes by reviewing the implications of these signals about the shape and direction of governance. The Article suggests that, at a minimum, there is a need to grapple with the underlying infrastructure of environmental law implementation in order to understand which way the state is going, and whether fine-tuning of the regulatory state, or perhaps a more dramatic shift in course and structure, is warranted. 
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