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		Abstract

		This collection of papers, published in the American Journal of Public Health (Vol. 95, p. S1-S150, 2005) is the product of a symposium on Scientific Evidence and Public Policy convened March 2003 by the Project on Scientific Knowledge and Public Policy (SKAPP) in Coronado, California.  In June 1993, the US Supreme Court ordered federal trial judges to become gatekeepers of scientific testimony.  Under Daubert and two related rulings, trial judges are now required to evaluate whether any expert testimony is both relevant and reliable.  What began as a well-intentioned attempt to improve the quality of evidentiary science has had troubling consequences.  The symposium provided a forum for scientists, philosophers and science studies scholars to have a dialog with legal scholars and federal judges about Daubert's philosophical underpinnings and impacts, and on the use (and misuse) of science in the legal and regulatory arenas.  The Coronado Conference papers provide an important assessment of Daubert.  Science is more subtle and less rigid than Daubert characterizes it. Whether applied in the courts or by regulatory bodies, Daubert's demand for scientific certainty runs counter to the workings of science, as well as to the basic principle that policy decisions should be made with the best evidence currently available. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Scientific evidence, Regulatory policy, Public health law, Daubert

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: D81, I18, K13, K23

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	

























    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Michaels,  David, Scientific Evidence and Public Policy. American Journal of Public Health, Vol. 95, No. S1, pp. S5-S7, 2005, The Coronado Conference: Scientific Evidence and Public Policy Paper,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=849664
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						David Michaels (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				George Washington University Medical Center - Project on Scientific Knowledge and Public Policy  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					2100 M Street, Suite 203
Washington, DC  20037
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      237

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,789

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  235,650

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        1 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       23 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Evidence & Evidentiary Procedure eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Evidence & Evidentiary Procedure eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              636

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,916

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Chris William Sanchirico at University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Law's Knowledge: Science for Justice in Legal Settings

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Sheila Jasanoff
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        A Cognitive Scientist Looks at Daubert

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    George Lakoff
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Scientific Inference in the Laboratory and the Law

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Carl Cranor
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Manufacturing Uncertainty: Contested Science and the Protection of the Public's Health and Environment

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David Michaels
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Celeste A. Monforton
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Daubert and the Proper Role for the Courts in Health, Safety, and Environmental Regulation

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Thomas Owen Mcgarity
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Epistemology in the Courtroom: A Little 'Knowledge' is a Dangerous Thing

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David Ozonoff
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            A Daubert Motion: A Legal Strategy to Exclude Essential Scientific Evidence in Toxic Tort Litigation

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Ronald L. Melnick
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Science and Regulation: Current Impasse and Future Solutions

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Polly J. Hoppin
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Richard Clapp
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.077 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

