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		We examine whether the information content of earnings is inversely related to the degree of conformity between financial accounting income and taxable income. Our inquiry exploits a natural experiment first examined by Guenther et al. (1997) in which a set of U.S. firms were forced to increase their book-tax conformity as a result of a change in the tax law. We find evidence consistent with the increase in book-tax conformity reducing the usefulness of financial accounting earnings. The information content of earnings as measured by the long-window earnings response coefficients and the R-squared from a regression of returns on earnings decreases for this set of firms after the tax law required greater book-tax conformity. We find that the declines are significantly larger than the changes in the same measures for an industry-matched sample of firms not required to increase conformity. These results add to the academic literature on the interaction of taxes and financial reporting as well as to the policy debate about whether the U.S. should conform the tax law to GAAP, a debate that has recently intensified.   


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: book-tax conformity, information content

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: H20, H25, M41

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Hanlon,  Michelle and Maydew,  Edward L. and Shevlin,  Terry J. and Shevlin,  Terry J., Book-Tax Conformity and the Information Content of Earnings (January 31, 2006). Ross School of Business Paper No. 1029,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=881561 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.881561 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Michelle Hanlon (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) - Sloan School of Management  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					100 Main Street
E62-668
Cambridge, MA  02142
United States
617-253-9849 (Phone)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Edward L. Maydew

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					McColl Building
Chapel Hill, NC  27599-3490
United States
919-843-9356 (Phone)

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.kenan-flagler.unc.edu/faculty/directory/accounting/edward-maydew
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Terry J. Shevlin

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of California-Irvine  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Paul Merage School of Business
Irvine, CA California 92697-3125
United States
2065509891 (Phone)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of California-Irvine  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Paul Merage School of Business
Irvine, CA  92697-3125
United States
949-824-6149 (Phone)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      921

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    4,464

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   46,990

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        9 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       51 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Kenan Institute of Private Enterprise Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Kenan Institute of Private Enterprise Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            5,256

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              866

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Ashley Wolf at University of North Carolina (UNC) at Chapel Hill - Frank Hawkins Kenan Institute of Private Enterprise, Paige Ouimet at University of North Carolina (UNC) at Chapel Hill - Kenan-Flagler Business School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Financial Accounting eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Financial Accounting eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            3,564

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           18,543

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Ross L. Watts at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) - Sloan School of Management

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    S&P Global Market Intelligence Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                S&P Global Market Intelligence Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,566

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           40,671

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Public Economics: Taxation, Subsidies, & Revenue eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Public Economics: Taxation, Subsidies, & Revenue eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,347

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,288

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Empirical Tax Research in Accounting

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Douglas A. Shackelford
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Terry J. Shevlin
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Earnings Management: New Evidence Based on Deferred Tax Expense

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    John D. Phillips, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Morton Pincus, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        An Evaluation of Alternative Measures of Corporate Tax Rates

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    George A. Plesko
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Persistence and Pricing of Earnings, Accruals, and Cash Flows When Firms Have Large Book-Tax Differences

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Michelle Hanlon
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            How Much Will Firms Pay for Earnings that Do Not Exist? Evidence of Taxes Paid on Allegedly Fraudulent Earnings

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Merle Erickson, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Michelle Hanlon, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Corporate Tax Avoidance and High Powered Incentives

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Mihir A. Desai
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Dhammika Dharmapala
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Corporate Tax Avoidance and High Powered Incentives

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Dhammika Dharmapala
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Mihir A. Desai
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Relation between Financial and Tax Reporting Measures of Income

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Gil B. Manzon, Jr.
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        George A. Plesko
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            What Can We Infer About a Firm's Taxable Income from its Financial Statements?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Michelle Hanlon
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.094 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
