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		Abstract

		In contrast to prevailing popular and scholarly claims, I argue that federal income tax exemption issues should not necessarily keep churches from partisan campaigning. My claim is that federal income tax exemption for many churches (unlike other tax exempts) may not be worth much.  First, even if technically "taxable" most churches would operate without an income tax liability.  Second, as only a minority of church donors deduct their donations and, more importantly, because taxable churches could receive politically-motivated as well as religiously-motivated donations, no decrease in donations seems likely (since only churches with politically-enthused members would even consider partisan campaigning).  Third, many state and non-tax benefits for churches require neither federal income tax exemption nor political abstinence.  My conclusion is that partisan churches ought to consider the federal income tax issues as relevant but not determinative factors when considering whether or not to campaign. 
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