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		Abstract

		In everyday language the term 'competence' has at least two different meanings: 'competence' can mean proficiency or authorization. A person can be a competent decision maker in the sense that as a rule he makes good and right decisions, but he can also be competent in the sense that he has the authority to make certain kinds of decision. 'Competence' understood as authorization is a normative concept, in the sense that a person has competence by virtue of a norm and that the exercise of competence changes a person's normative position. My concern here is of course with competence in the sense of authorization. I suggest the following definition of the concept of legal competence: A person, p, has the competence to change a legal position, LP, if, and only if, there is an action, a, and a situation, S, such that if p in S performs a, and thus goes about it in the right way, p will, through a , change LP. 
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