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		This article begins by examining the economic and political causes of the current push towards consumer bankruptcy reform. The article then re-visits a foundational moment of contemporary bankruptcy and debt collection policy: Wisconsin's choice in 1846 to contain exemption language in its constitution. Wisconsin's exemption clause protects some base-line amount of debtor's property from the collection efforts of creditors in order to give the debtor a fresh start. The article examines the 1846 debate for lessons that may be relevant for the 1998 debate and concludes that strong economic and social reasons argue in favor of retaining commitment to the policy of the fresh start. 
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