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		In U.S. Term Limits, Inc. v. Thornton, the Supreme Court, by a split 5-4 decision, invalidated an Arkansas term limits provision because it effectively imposed a qualification for office and, according to the Court's reading of the historical and textual evidence,. . .neither Congress nor the States . . . possess the power to supplement the exclusive qualifications set forth in the text of the Constitution. The Court relied heavily on the historical assessment made previously by the court in Powell v. McCormack. This article reviews and assesses the historical evidence upon which the Powell Court relied by looking at the four principal debates in Congress over contested elections in which a state-imposed qualification was at issue, and concludes that the arguments in favor of the constitutionality of state-imposed term limits are stronger than those against. 
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