

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
				
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Recent Regional Agreements: Why so Many, Why so Much Variance in Form, Why Coming so Fast, and Where are They Headed?

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    CESifo Working Paper Series No. 1790
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			34 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 26 Sep 2006
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by John WhalleyJohn Whalley
University of Western Ontario - Department of Economics; National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER); CESifo (Center for Economic Studies and Ifo Institute); Centre for International Governance and Innovation (CIGI)


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: August 2006

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		Recent years have seen a sharp growth in the number of regional agreements both concluded and under negotiation. This paper attempts to document and discuss this growth focusing on US, EU, Chinese, Indian and other agreements. The form, coverage, and content of these agreements varies considerably from case to case. The paper asks why so many, why the variation in form, and why the recent acceleration. Implications for the trading system are discussed in a final section. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: F1, F13

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Whalley,  John, Recent Regional Agreements: Why so Many, Why so Much Variance in Form, Why Coming so Fast, and Where are They Headed? (August 2006). CESifo Working Paper Series No. 1790,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=932494 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.932494 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						John Whalley (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Western Ontario - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					London, Ontario N6A 5B8
Canada
519-661-3509, ext. 83509 (Phone)
519-661-3666 (Fax)

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.ssc.uwo.ca/economics/faculty/
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: CESifo (Center for Economic Studies and Ifo Institute)]
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				CESifo (Center for Economic Studies and Ifo Institute) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Poschinger Str. 5
Munich, DE-81679
Germany

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.CESifo.de
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Centre for International Governance and Innovation (CIGI)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					57 Erb Street West
Waterloo, Ontario N2L 6C2
Canada

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      228

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,492

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  244,545

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        3 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       73 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    CESifo Working Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                CESifo Working Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            9,070

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           10,773

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Clemens Fuest at CESifo (Center for Economic Studies and Ifo Institute, University of Munich)

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    International Economic Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                International Economic Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,259

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,727

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Alan Sykes at Stanford University - Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    International Trade eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                International Trade eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              714

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           27,402

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Liberalization in China's Key Service Sectors Following WTO Accession: Some Scenarios and Issues of Measurement

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    John Whalley
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        China's New Regional Trade Agreements

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Agata Antkiewicz
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    John Whalley
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        China's New Regional Trade Agreements

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Agata Antkiewicz
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    John Whalley
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            China's Post Accession WTO Stance

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Glenda Mallon
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        John Whalley
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Bricsam and the Non-Wto

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Agata Antkiewicz
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        John Whalley
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Preparing for the Negotiation of Preferential Trade Agreements with the EU: Preliminary Lessons from Some Developing Countries

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Sanoussi Bilal
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            China's Regional Trade Agreement (RTA) Approach: The Law, the Geopolitics, and the Impact on the Multilateral

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jiangyu Wang
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Geographical Extension of Free Trade Zones as Trade Liberalization: A Numerical Simulation Approach

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Chi-yung Ng
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        John Whalley
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            China in the World Trading System

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        John Whalley
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.110 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
