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		Abstract

		The doctrine of stare decisis serves several purposes, among them judicial efficiency, consistency, manageability, and reliance. These are all conservative virtues. Yet is it possible for a conservative-minded jurist to adhere strictly to principles of stare decisis that would require affirming precedents by progressive courts that did not similarly follow principles of stare decisis because of the progressive belief in an inevitable forward march of history? How is a conservative court to treat such precedent? If it adheres to it solely because of stare decisis, does not the ebb and flow of the Court between conservative and progressive majorities mean that the law will inexorably ratchet toward the progressive view? This book chapter explores this question, particulary in light of the Supreme Court's decisions in Romer v. Evans, Boy Scouts v. Dale, and Planned Parenthood v. Casey. 
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