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		Abstract

		The paper explores the evolution of ethnic identities of two important and distinct immigrant religious groups. Using data from Germany, a large European country with many immigrants, we study the adaptation processes of Muslims and Christians. Individual data on language, culture, societal interactions, history of migration and ethnic self-identification are used to compose linear measures of the process of cultural adaptation. Two-dimensional variants measure integration, assimilation, separation and marginalization. Christians adapt more easily to the German society than Muslims. Immigrants with schooling in the home country and with older age at entry as well as female Muslims remain stronger attached to the country of origin. Female Muslims integrate and assimilate less and separate more than Muslim men, while there is no difference between male and female Christians. Christians who were young at entry are best integrated or assimilated, exhibiting lower separation and marginalization in the later years, while for Muslims a similar pattern is observed only for assimilation and separation. Christian immigrants with college or higher education in the home country integrate well, but Muslims do not. For both religious groups, school education in the home country leads to slower assimilation and causes more separation than no education at home. While school education has no impact on integration efforts for Muslim, it affects similar attempts of Christians negatively. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: ethnicity, ethnic identity, religion, migrant assimilation, migrant integration, ethnic exclusion

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: F22, J15, J16, Z10, Z12

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Constant,  Amelie F. and Gataullina,  Liliya and Zimmermann,  Klaus F. and Zimmermann,  Laura, Clash of Cultures: Muslims and Christians in the Ethnosizing Process (September 2006). IZA Discussion Paper No. 2350,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=937934 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.937934 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Amelie F. Constant (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Princeton University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					189 Wallace Hall
Princeton, NJ  08544
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://opr.princeton.edu/visitors/
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				UNU-MERIT  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Keizer Karelplein 19
Maastricht, 6211TC
Netherlands

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.merit.unu.edu/about-us/profile/?staff_id=2419
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				CESifo  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Poschinger Str. 5
Munich, DE-81679
Germany

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.cesifo-group.de/ifoHome/research/Network/Members.html
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Pennsylvania  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Philadelphia, PA  19104
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Liliya Gataullina

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Institute for the Study of Labor (IZA)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Schaumburg-Lippe-Str. 7 / 9
Bonn, D-53072
Germany

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Klaus F. Zimmermann

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Global Labor Organization (GLO)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Bonn
Germany

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://https://glabor.org/
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				UNU-MERIT  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Keizer Karelplein 19
Maastricht, 6211TC
Netherlands

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Maastricht University, Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					P.O. Box 616
Maastricht, Limburg 6200MD
Netherlands

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Free University Berlin  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Germany

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://https://www.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/fachbereich/vwl/zimmermann/index.html
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				University of Bonn 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Postfach 2220
Bonn, D-53012
Germany

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					London
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				Journal of Population Economics 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Tiergartenstr. 17
D-69121 Heidelberg
Germany

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Laura Zimmermann

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				IZA Institute of Labor Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					P.O. Box 7240
Bonn, D-53072
Germany

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				University of Oxford 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Oxford
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      285

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,801

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  180,246

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				       24 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    IZA Institute of Labor Economics Discussion Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                IZA Institute of Labor Economics Discussion Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            7,212

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           16,378

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Klaus F. Zimmermann at Global Labor Organization (GLO), Marco Caliendo at University of Potsdam

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    European Economics: Labor & Social Conditions eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                European Economics: Labor & Social Conditions eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,076

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,014

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Marco Da Rin at Tilburg University, Department of Finance, Francesco Giavazzi at University of Bocconi - Innocenzo Gasparini Institute for Economic Research (IGIER)National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER)

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Labor: Demographics & Economics of the Family eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Demographics & Economics of the Family eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              735

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           17,134

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Ethnosizing Immigrants

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Amelie F. Constant, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Liliya Gataullina, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Measuring Ethnic Identity and its Impact on Economic Behavior

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Amelie F. Constant
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Klaus F. Zimmermann
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Measuring Ethnic Identity and its Impact on Economic Behaviour

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Amelie F. Constant
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Klaus F. Zimmermann
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Oppositional Identities and the Labour Market

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Harminder Battu, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Mcdonald Mwale, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Oppositional Identities and the Labor Market

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Harminder Battu, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Mcdonald Mwale, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            'Bend it Like Beckham': Identity, Socialization and Assimilation

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Thierry Verdier, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Alberto Bisin, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Are Muslim Immigrants Different in Terms of Cultural Integration?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Alberto Bisin, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Eleonora Patacchini, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Are Muslim Immigrants Different in Terms of Cultural Integration?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Alberto Bisin, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Eleonora Patacchini, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Ethnic Identity and Immigrant Homeownership

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Amelie F. Constant, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Rowan Roberts, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.157 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
