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		Abstract

		The paper applies the standard decomposition analysis of the General Entropy Measure to a new set of GDP and sectoral income data for Chinese prefectures with three points of observation over a decade (1993, 1998 and 2003). Prefectures are arranged into regional subgroupings on different levels of aggregation, i.e. the belt, the macroregion and the province. We investigate the relative roles of inter- and intra-regional factors of total inequality. Main results include: There is a strong impact on intra-provincial factors, so that larger aggregation schemes may mislead regional policies; the level of urban inequality continues to be much lower and more uniform than rural inequality, however, with increasing urban inequality in the coastal areas; there is a clear trend towards greater inter- and intra-regional inequality which is driven by rural-urban disparities. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Regional economic development, China, decomposition analysis, inter- and intraregional inequality

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: O18, O53, P24, R12

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Herrmann-Pillath,  Carsten and Zhaohan,  Sheng and Du,  Jiangu and Xiao,  Tiaojun and Li,  Kai and Pan,  Jiancheng, The Evolution of Regional Disparities in China, 1993-2003: A Multi-Level Decomposition Analysis (January 12, 2006).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=949072 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.949072 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Carsten Herrmann-Pillath (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Max Weber Center for Advanced Cultural and Social Studies  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					NordhÃ¤userstr. 74
Erfurt, 90228
Germany

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Sheng Zhaohan

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Nanjing University - School of Management Science and Engineering  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Nanjing, Jiangsu 210093
China

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Jiangu Du

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Nanjing University - School of Management Science and Engineering  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Nanjing, Jiangsu 210093
China

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Tiaojun Xiao

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Nanjing University 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Nanjing, Jiangsu 210093
China

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Kai Li

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				State Information Center, State Council of PRC  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					China

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Jiancheng Pan

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				National Bureau of Statistics of PRC  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					No. 75, Yuetan Nanjie
Sanlihe, Xicheng District
Beijing 100826
China

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      438

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    2,587

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  122,335

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        1 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       21 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Econometrics: Econometric & Statistical Methods - Special Topics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Econometrics: Econometric & Statistical Methods - Special Topics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,657

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            9,445

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Urban Economics & Regional Studies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Urban Economics & Regional Studies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              730

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           22,111

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Trends in Regional Inequality in China

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Tianlun Jian, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Jeffrey D. Sachs, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Fifty Years of Regional Inequality in China: A Journey Through Revolution, Reform and Openness

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Ravi Kanbur
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Xiaobo Zhang
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Regional Inequality in China

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Yehua Dennis Wei
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Geography, Economic Policy and Regional Development in China

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Sylvie DÃ©murger, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Jeffrey D. Sachs, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Geography, Economic Policy, and Regional Development in China

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Sylvie DÃ©murger, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Jeffrey D. Sachs, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            A Multi-Task Theory of the State Enterprise Reform

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Chong-en Bai, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        David D. Li, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Centripetal Forces in China's Economic Take-Off

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Anuradha Dayal-gulati
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Aasim Husain
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Geographic Factors and China's Regional Development Under Market Reforms, 1978-98

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Shuming Bao, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Gene H Chang, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Regional Inequality in China: A Case Study in Jiangsu Province

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Yehua Dennis Wei
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        C. Cindy Fan
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.109 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
