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		Abstract

		Emerging worldwide pandemic COVID-19 is spreading around the world. At present, the diagnosis of COVID-19 mainly depends on qRT-PCR assay of throat swabs. However, false negative rate of nucleic acid test for SARS-CoV-2 with throat swabs is high, also patients are extreme suffering from throat swabs. The lingual swab is convenient and may achieve the same effect. This study compares the differences between lingual swab and throat swab sampling results, and to analyze whether standard sampling by the same nurse could improve the positive rate and consistency of the swabs comparing with sampling by several nurses. The results showed that the positive rate of throat swabs is significantly increased as that of lingual swabs for the detection of COVID-19. Standard sampling by the same nurse helps to improve the consistency of swabs testing for COVID-19.
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