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		Abstract

		This paper provides evidence on whether education reduces men’s marriage rates to underage girls in a developing country context. To test this, we leverage a postcolonial reform that discontinuously increased the enrollment of black Zimbabweans in secondary education after 1980. As this reform was gender-neutral, our identification strategy controls for women’s exposure to it. Results show that access to secondary education reduces a man’s likelihood of matching with a child bride by nearly 23 percentage points. It also increases the likelihood that a man accepts his wife’s participation in household decisions. Interestingly, this postcolonial reform did not affect men’s age at first marriage, demonstrating that the identified effect is not mechanical. Moreover, our main finding survives several robustness tests, is driven neither by exposure to the Western family model during colonization nor by interventions before or after the 1980 postcolonial reform, and is externally valid. 
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