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		Abstract

		Environmental issues represent a severe challenge to both developed and developing countries. This study aims to investigate a panel of 38 countries (OECD+BRICS countries) from 1994 to 2020 by applying a STRIPAT model for checking the driver forces of the ecological footprint. The results show that environment-related technologies exert a significant and negative influence on the ecological footprint, whereas GDP per capita has a positive and significant influence on the ecological footprint. Renewable energy consumption exerts a negative influence on the ecological footprint, while urbanization was found as not being significant for the ecological footprint. Import was found significant for only one econometric technique, and its impact was found positive on the ecological footprint. The impact of per capita GDP on ecological footprints varies based on income level. At the lower levels, the magnitude of the impact is larger at the lower end of the income distribution, whereas the magnitude becomes smaller at the higher quantile levels. Granger causality test shows a bi-directional causality between the ecological footprint and its exogenous factors: environment-related technologies, GDP/capita, renewable energy, urbanization, and import. 
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